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The week started off slow with cancelations due to rain and wet fields and Boys 
Tennis was the lone team to play prior to Wednesday.  But the action picked up 
mid-week and carried through Friday in scholastic sporting contests.   

BOYS TENNIS 

James Buchanan 3, Middletown 1 

  The tennis team held its match against visiting James Buchanan on Tuesday with 
the Rockets claiming a 3 to 1 team win.  In number one singles Jackson Grimland 
put up a good battle but came up short in 7-5 and 6-1 sets.  Number two Doron 
Yospa fell to his opponent 6-3, 6-0, and Caden Shomper also dropped his sets 6-0, 
6-2.  Those matches put the Blue Raiders into a 0-3 hole.  In the number one 
doubles match the Middletown tandem of Ethan Witmyer and Aidan Shaffer 
defeated the Rockets’ Larry Singer and Ty Grove 6-2 and 7-5.  The number two 
doubles pairs did not get to finish their sets.   

Middletown 4, Bishop McDevitt 1 

  On Wednesday the Blue Raiders bounced back with a solid 4-1 victory over host 
Bishop McDevitt.  The only loss was in the number one singles where Grimland 
fell 6-0, 6-1.  Yospa defeated Anthony Pham 6-0, 6-0 in the number two singles 
and Shomper handled Isaac Hancock 6-2, 6-1 in the third singles sets.  Witmyer 
and Shaffer won their doubles match 6-4 and 6-0 and Luke LeKites and Ayden 
Harper followed suit by downing their opponents 6-0, 6-1 to wrap up the victory.  

Camp Hill 3, Middletown 2 

  In a tightly contested matchup on Friday at home the Blue Raiders came up short 
in a 3-2 loss to the visiting Lions.  Camp Hill claimed wins in the three singles 
competitions 6-1, 7-5 over Grimland, 6-3, 6-0 over Yospa and 6-1, 6-2 over 
Shomper.  But the doubles teams continued their winning ways by claiming 
victories over the Lions.  Witmyer and Shaffer won their sets 7-6 (9-7) 7-5 and 
LeKites and Harper closed it out with 7-5, 6-4 decisions in doubles.  

BASEBALL 



Following a pair of postponements on Monday and Tuesday the Middletown 
varsity baseball team got back into action on Wednesday at home.  With three 
straight days of games against good opponents the Blue Raiders had elevated 
themselves to an overall 7-3 record. More importantly, the win over Trinity lifted 
the Middletown squad into a first-place tie with Camp Hill in the Capital Division.    

Middletown 7, Trinity 0 

  The victory over Trinity was a big one because the Shamrocks were sitting near 
the top of the Capital Division coming into the contest and were favored by many.  
But by turning in a near-flawless effort on their home turf, the Raiders laid claim to 
the anticipated showdown.  “This definitely was one of our best wins ever,” stated 
head coach Mike Lupia following the triumph.   

  For two and a half innings the game showcased a pitchers’ duel between 
Middletown’s Nick Crognale and Trinity’s Landon Kuntzleman.  Crognale gave up 
two early singles in the first inning but pitched his way out of trouble with the help 
of his defense.  The Raiders left one runner stranded in the home half.  Crognale 
had a 1-2-3 inning in the second and the Raiders left another runner on base in the 
bottom of the frame.  A leadoff bloop single and a walk went unrewarded for the 
Shamrocks in the top of the third, keeping the score set at 0-0.   

The Blue Raiders broke the ice in the bottom of the third after a pair of walks and 
an infield single by Tyson Leach loaded the bases.  Ryan Souders hit into a ground 
ball double play but A. J. Stains scored on the play.  When Max Dupes was safe on 
an error another run scored.  The Middletown side was up 2-0.  

  In the bottom of the fourth inning the Raiders plated 5 runs to jump out to a 7-0 
lead. Stains singled in Ryan Thear for a run, Jonah Troup’s sac fly drove in another 
and Leach’s deep drive to center knocked in three more.  Trinity simply could not 
generate anything on offense against Crognale and the defense and the score stayed 
at 7-0 through the end of the sixth inning.  The Shamrocks led off the top of the 
seventh with a single and Crognale was relieved by Dupes who sat down the 
Trinity batters in order to lock up the win.  

Susquehanna Township 11, Middletown 4 

  The Blue Raiders and Indians met at City Island’s FNB field on Thursday for a 
non-divisional contest on the Harrisburg Senators’ turf.  And, although the 
Middletown squad came out on the short end of an 11-4 final score, the experience 
was unique.   



  The Indians jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the top of the first inning, scored 3 more 
runs in the second and another in the third to take an 8-0 lead.  The Raiders scored 
one run in the bottom of the third on an RBI double by Dupes and then scored 3 
more in the home half of the fifth to cut Susquehanna’s lead to 8-4.  In the frame 
the Raiders loaded the bases with Crognale, Braelan Huber and Stains.  With 
Leach at the plate a wild pitch produced the first run and two more came home on 
an error on a ball Leach put into play.  But that was all the Raiders would get in the 
game.  The Indians scored four more runs in the top of the sixth as the Middletown 
pitching struggled.   

Middletown 5, Boiling Springs 1 

  Another big win for the Middletown side came at Boiling Springs on Friday as 
the Raiders downed the host Bubblers 5-1.  The teams went scoreless through 3 ½ 
innings before the Bubblers picked up their lone run in the bottom of the fourth.  
The Raiders rallied with a 3-run fifth to take a 3-1 lead.  Huber led off with a triple 
to right and scored on a sac fly by Mason Gratkowski for the first run.  An RBI 
single by Dupes with two outs knocked in Leach and a wild pitch allowed Dylan 
Maxwell to score the third.   

  In the top of the seventh Leach drew a leadoff walk, Souders was hit by a pitch 
and Dupes was safe beating out a fielder’s choice grounder to load the bases.  An 
RBI single by Maxwell drove in run number 4 and an error produced the final run.  
Dupes, the pitcher of record, got the first two outs of the home half of the seventh 
before giving way to Huber on the mound. After issuing a walk, Huber induced a 
game-ending groundout to ice the victory.   

SOFTBALL 

  Mike Thomas’ softball team is also having a successful season and, after picking 
up a pair of 6-5 victories last week, moved to an overall 6-3 record for the year.  
The Lady Raiders are currently sitting in third place in the Capital Division behind 
East Pennsboro and Trinity.   

Middletown 6, Red Land 5 

  A road trip to Red Land on Wednesday turned out to be a successful one as the 
Blue Raiders held on for a key win against the Patriots of the Commonwealth 
Division.  The Middletown squad fell behind 2-0 at the end of the first inning, but 
bounced back with a 4-run third to take the lead.  Two more runs in the top of the 
fifth made it a 6-2 game but the Patriots plated a pair of runs in the home half and 



added another in the bottom of the sixth to threaten.  But starting pitcher Christine 
Miller shut out the home team in the bottom of the final inning to secure the win.  

  The two teams combined for 24 hits (the Raiders had 14) in a bit of a slugfest, 
before it was over.  Allie Cleland went 2-for-4 at the plate, Sara Dintiman with a 
double went 3-for-4 with 2 RBIs, and Chloe Kahler, Cadence Lines (home run) 
and Cam Martinez each added two hits in the win. Miller, Luvi Balliet and Carly 
Dupes added hits.  Dintiman and Lines both had two RBIs in the game. Miller 
pitched a complete game for the win.  

Middletown 6, Central Dauphin East 5 

  Starting pitcher Miller and the Raiders got an early scare when East’s Warner led 
off the game with a first-pitch home run over the center field fence but the home 
team scored twice in the bottom of the second stanza to ease ahead 2-1.  The 
Panthers picked up a single run in the top of the third, but two more runs in the 
bottom of the fourth and a single run in the bottom of the fifth pushed the 
Middletown lead to 5-2.   

  The Panthers battled back and plated a pair of runs in the top of the seventh to tie 
the score at 5-5 and set the stage for the tense finish.  In the bottom of the seventh 
Miller led off with a walk against relief pitcher Pitts.  With one out and Miller on 
second following a stolen base Kahler was intentionally walked.  Next up was 
Lines who was hit by a pitch, loading the bases.  The East coach brought Warner 
back in to pitch in an attempt to save the game.  Facing a 3-1 count Dupes drew 
ball four, forcing Miller in from third for the winning run.   

The Lady Raiders finished with 9 hits and 5 walks.  Delayni Landis, Kahler and 
Dupes each had 2 hits in the win, while Dintiman, Mehlia Rinesmith and Lines 
added the others.  With the final walk Dupes ended up with 3 RBIs.    


